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The Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer Oget will be the

featured speaker at the Presbyterian Voices for

Justice breakfast at 7:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June

17, in Detroit, Michigan. The title of her talk is

"Second Person Plural: The Commands of

Matthew 25 and the Emerging Cul tu
ishness." Dr. Aymer Oget is Associate Professor

of New Testament at the Interdenominational

Theological Center, Atlanta, GA. She teaches

courses on the New Testament and has a special

interest in biblical hermeneutics, particularly how

African diasporic communitie s signify the Bible as
oscripture. o She and h enewlyh us b anc
adoptive parents.

Poverty, Wealth and Equality? A Scriptural Study
by the Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer Oget
Used by permission. Previously published in
the Huffington Post, September 5, 2012

Poor people. These are the two words underlying much of the arguments coming
across the airwaves right now. Underlying the words fMedicaid,0 Méticare,0 Thie
Affordable Care Act [aka Obamacare or Romneycare],0 Wélfare,0 Bidi Governmento
and iSocial Securityoare the two words rarely heard in the 2012 political campaign:

poor people.

These words point to a big moral argument in our culture about how we as US citizens
should address the widening gap of class-disparity and the attendant benefits enjoyed
by the one-percent, the problem of unemployment and underemployment, the
outsourcing of manufacturing jobs, access to affordable health care, and the school-to-
prison pipeline for many black men born under a certain income level i among the
many issues that disproportionately affect the poor. Given the presence of poverty in
our nation, what should we, citizens of the nation, do?
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One response to this which is in vogue among many circles right now is this: ANVeo
should do nothing. This response questions as immoral the idea that we, as a collective,
ought to act on behalf of persons in need. In this philosophy, every individual rises and
falls on her or his own merit. Those who are wealthy, who have money and titles, are
particularly meritorious for they have not only risen by their merits but are able to
employ the rest of us, to grant funding for our non-profits and shadow money for our
political campaigns. Government that tends to the needs of the poor is, at best wasted,
and at worst hugely immoral. Much of this moral argument derives from Objectivist
philosophy made popular by Ayn Rand.

The epistle of James the Revised Common Lectionary for this week offers a contrary
response. In this ancient letter, which may have been penned by Jesus' brother, James
famously argues we, as a Christian community of faithfulness to Jesus Christ, have an
absolute collective obligation to act out our faith. fFaithfulness,6James famously writes,
fif it does not have works, is dead in its essenceo(my translation).

James' assertion that faithfulness requires action, an assertion found in James 2:17,
and repeated even more bluntly in 2:26, has often been a point of argument between
Protestant the older branches of Christianity, described in theological shorthand as the
difference between fsalvation by worksoand fesalvation by faith.0

However, entering into this theological minefield misses James' primary point in chapter
2. For, in chapter 2 (and again in chapters 4 and 5), James' argument about faithfulness
is really a discussion of the church's appropriate response to wealth disparity and
injustice. James is talking about poor people.

And James is making himself quite clear: Christians, both individually and collectively,
have a moral responsibility to the poor. We have a responsibility not to mistreat and
dishonor the poor. And, we have a responsibility to make sure that the poor have their
basic needs met, needs that include, at baseline, clothing and food. As far as James is
concerned, the validity of a community's Christian identity (Jas 2:1) rests on its
treatment of the poor.

What's the use, my sisters and brothers, if someone should claim to have
faithfulness but should not have actions? Surely that faithfulness is not able to
preserve him, is it? If a brother or a sister should be naked and lacking daily food,
and someone from you al/l s h o u |l.dBe waany
and nourished, 6 but should not give
body, what's the use? Thus also faithfulness, if it does not have actions, is dead
in itself. (Jas 2: 14-17, my translation)

to t
t hem
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For James, no community can claim to be Christian unless that community honors and
meets the basic human needs of the poorest of its poor. This is Christian morality.

But James is not a treatise on collective charity. James is a critique of societal class
disparities and wealth-based injustice. James 2 not only calls the church to collective
honoring of the poor; it engages in a sharp critique of that society's fone-percenta

Are not the rich people exploiting you all and are they not dragging you all to the
tribunals? Aren't they the ones slandering the good name that was invoked over
you all? (James 2: 6b-7, my translation)

Later in the same epistle, James is even more explicit. The rich of James' day are
defrauding their workers of their fair wages while they fatten their own hearts and hoard
their money. Indeed, the rich, according to James, are even guilty of corruption in the
court system and of unjust execution (James 5:1-6). In response to these injustices,
James is calling the Christian community to hold the rich people of the Roman imperial
system accountable, collectively.

Today, it is tempting for us a nation to downplay the real needs of the poor, to blame the
for their collective disenfranchisement, and to question the morality of collectively taking
care of the poor. But, for those of us in the church who claim the books of the Bible as
scripture, the voice of James sounds a counter-cultural critique, a critique that sounds
remarkably contemporary for something written thousands of years ago.

As Christians, regardless of our political affiliation, the epistle of James calls us to a
collective responsibility for the needs of the poor and to a collective prophetic stance
against of the excesses of the rich. We are called to answer to a higher royal law, a law
that puts neighbor and the needs of the whole community equal to our own needs, as
sees this as a moral good. We Christians, James reminds, are called collectively to
affirm the marginalized, and to ameliorate the injustices faced by our neighbors.
Especially if they are poor people.

James 2: 1-10, 14-17

My sisters and brothers, not in ftaking faceodo you all have the faithfulness of our
Master Jesus Christ of glory. For if a man, gold-ringed, in bright clothing should enter
into your gathering, and a poor person in soiled clothing, and you all should look on the
one wearing the bright clothing and should say, fiYou, sit well here,cand to the poor
person you all should say, fivyou, stand therecor iSit beneath my footstool,0are you all
not discriminating among yourselves and becoming judges of evil reckoning?
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Listen, my beloved sisters and brothers. Did not God choose the poor people of the
world to be wealthy in faithfulness and heirs of the kingdom which God promised to
them that love him? But you all dishonor the poor person. Are not the rich people
exploiting you all and are they not dragging you all to the tribunals? Aren't they the ones
slandering the good name that was invoked over you all?

If you all are really keeping the royal law according to the scripture, firou all shall love
your neighbor as yourself,0you all are doing well. But if you all ftake face,d/ou all act

sinfully, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever should keep the

whole law, but should stumble in one thing has become guilty of all of it.

What's the use, my sisters and brothers, if someone should claim to have faithfulness
but should not have actions? Surely that faithfulness is not able to preserve him, is it? If
a brother or a sister should be naked and lacking daily food, and someone from you all
should say to them, fiGo in peace, you all. Be warm and nourished,0but should not give
them the things that are necessary for the body, what's the use? faithfulness, if it does
not have works, is dead in its essence.

James 5:1-6

Come now, rich people, weep, wailing for your miseries which are coming. Your wealth
has decayed and your garments have become moth-eaten; your gold and your silver
have corroded and their rust will be a testimony against you all and will eat your flesh
like fire. You all have hoarded treasure in the last days. Look! The wages of your
workers who mowed your fields which you have defrauded from them i they cry out;
and the cries of those who reap have gone into the ears of the Lord of hosts. You all
reveled on the earth and lived luxuriously; you all nourished your own hearts in the day
of slaughter. You all condemned, you all killed the righteous person; that one did not
resist you all.

In order to save money and trees we want to develop an effectiekectronic
communications network with our membersPlease send your current-mail
address to our membership coordinat@ylviac65@comcast.net
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1 The Trouble With Francis: Three Things That Worry Me
7 By Mary E. Hunt

1 This article was written for the January 6 issue of Religion Dispatches and is used by
permission of the author.

A pope who loves and is easy to loveéd so what's the problem?

1 Mary E. Hunt
Mary E. Hunt, Ph.D., is a feminist theologian who is co -founder and co-director of the

Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual ( WATER) in Silver Spring, Maryland,
USA. A Roman Catholic active in the women-church movement, she lectures and writes on
theology and ethics with particular attention to liberation issues.

T Will Pope Francis be featured on the cover of Sports lllustrated engaging in "spiritual
exercises" in next month's issue?

Given the spate of media attention he has received in the U.S. market, | will not be
surprised by anything. Just to head off distractions, let me stipulate that | do have a
heart, and approve of the personal direction of this pope: a simple lifestyle, a
commitment to the poor, a soft touch with those who are young or ill, all indicate a fine
human being, indeed what Christianity would hold up as a model.

| note only that his predecessor popes and some of their episcopal sycophants gave the
job such a bad name that the bar is low. Undoing their structures and policies,
especially regarding criminal sexual scandals and Vatican finances, will take longer than
these first nine months of the Francis papacy.

The phenomenon of a pope becoming a pop culture icon is fascinating, troubling, and
not a little confusing. Here are a few of the puzzles I'm struggling with as | try to make
sense of the current Catholic religious scene.

1. Pope and Papacy

Al | of the enthusiasm about Francisd style do
Roman Catholic Church is a rigid hierarchy led by a poped the warm feelings in
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response to Francis shore up that model of church by making the papacy itself look
good. To my mind, this is a serious danger.

Even when | agree with his statements about eradicating poverty, becoming friends with
our enemies, and the like, | have scruples about giving the new pope too much praised
as if other people have not said the same things and more for eons.

The papacy is the ultimate bully pulpit, but it works both waysd on things that are
progressive and things that are conservative. It is risky to embrace papal remarks when
one agrees, only to live long enough to have another pope undo them. Conservatives
are living that reality as | write. The point is to be mature enough to set our own moral
trajectories and decenter papal authority.

All of the efforts at church reformd whether the ordination of women, married clergy,
acceptance of divorced and/or LGBTIQ persons as full members of the community, and
many othersd are based on the assumption of widespread lay participation in an
increasingly democratic church. From that perspective, it does not make sense to ordain
more people to a closed clerical caste headed by the Bishop of Rome, however socially
progressive he may be.

Rather, beneath all of these movements for change has been the working assumption
that a new patrticipatory, democratic administrative model must evolve. Key to that
model is a deeply diminished authority role for the pope and a much stronger emphasis
on the popeds f urtbaunity of thaveholeachusck. MHatasinot o
something that anyone accomplishes by kind deeds, but by structural change.

| understand that neither Time nor The Advocate6 s edi t or s worry about
problems. Their task is to move magazines. But as a theologian, | must point out how

difficult their choice of cover matter makes my job of institutional change. If | say

something negative about the current pope, then | am a wet blanket who cannot

embrace the good when | see it. If | say something positive about Francis, then | am

reinforcing and reinscribing the very power structures that | think are deeply problematic

for a healthy, functional, and inviting church. This is a conundrum.

Of course there is a difference between a person and a role. But in this case, | daresay
most people outside of Argentina would never have heard of a certain Jorge Mario
Bergoglio if he had not been elected pope. It is the person in the role that matters.

To say it baldly, the nicer the pope the stronger the papacy, and the harsher the pope
the stronger the papacy. The Roman Catholic Church has been around for two
thousand years for a reason. They always win, or so it seems.

My concern is that this spate of marvelous press renders it harder, not easier, to make a
case for a horizontal model of church. If such a wonderful man is doing such a
wonderful job in such a wonderful church, who am | to judge?

Ask millions of former Catholics why they now constitute the second largest
denomination (the Roman Catholic Church remains the biggest one) in the United
States. My only answer is that at the level of teaching and structure nothingd but
nothingd has changed this year.
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2. Women and Gays

A second difficulty flows from the first, in that nothing has changed for women or
LGBTIQ people with regard to Catholicism during the early months of this papacy. Nor
is there much prospect on either issue given what the pope has said publicly.

Regardngwome n6s or dination, Francis has been cl ea
the Church has spoken and said no. Pope John Paul Il, in a definitive formulation, said
that door is closed. o6 Just what is it that th

case that what happens to Catholic women does not really matter much?

Given that more than half the worl dds poor pe
me pause about praising too soon. If one cannot act justly toward those nearby and

similar, why would one act justly to those at a distance who are very different? | admit to

confusion that borders on incredulity

Then there was the speculation that if Francis really wants to include women in
decision-making he could do so without much fanfare by adding a few to the College of

Cardinals that wi || el ect his successor . Hi s
be valued, not clericalized. Whoever thinks of women as cardinals suffers a bit from
clericalism. o Whatever could he mean?

One might be tempted to think that he was dissing cardinals. But on closer inspection, it

is clear that women ought not to book tickets
Aclericalizedodo is odd at best, pernicious at
clergy have jurisdictiond that is, authority to make decisions about things that matterd

to claim that women who cannot be ordained are valued is a hard case to make. Valued

for what and how?

We have heard from Francis all about womenods
trumped the apostles in importance. But who is naive enough to believe that without any

say in how the church operates locally or globally Catholic women are valued? To say

that to think about women cardinals is a species of clericalism is beyond logical

explanation.

The same goes forthenow-f amous AWho am | t o jsexdayetttab | i ne
won Francis such favor in both mainstream and gay press. Two intertwined issues

emerge. One is that every human being is called to judge what is good, to recognize

love when they see it, and to acknowledge the value of committed relationships as part

of what constitutes a strong social foundatio
something negative, punitive, rejecting is simply to fall into the Catholic trap that has

ensnared so many for centuries.

So my response to this question is to say, Ay
pope, but because you are a human being whose support for what is good is useful and
expected. 0

| understand that many people, especially LGBTIQ people, have been hurt by the
judgmental (in the negative) teachings and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. But
| respectfully suggest that we keep some perspective. We expect that human beings will
affirm what is good, not abdicate their responsibly to do so in the public forum, even if
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they are the pope, for fear that they will offend those who do not affirm the same
goodness.

Moreover, the very phrasing of the popeds see
rhetorical question stands in sharp contrast to his usual blunt, declarative approach to

economic issues, for example. The turn of phrase piqued my curiosity, aroused my

suspicion about what he really thinks about same-sex love. | want him and everyone

else to judge love positively where and when they find it.

A second critical issue raises my suspicion even higher. Auxiliary Bishop Charles

Scicluna of Malta alleged that Pope Francis s
same-sex adoption as part of a move toward civil unions in Malta. He claimed that the
Pope fiencouraged me to speak outo against it.

is not clear that other bishops of one of the most Catholic countries in the world (also
one of the smallest) agree.

Perhaps this pope doth protest too much. His native Argentina has same-sex adoption.
But perhaps he thinks that Malta is simply too fragile to withstand the earthshattering
impact of two people of the same gender loving and caring for the same child for a
lifetime.

It is perplexing this papal doublespeak.
3. PR and Substance

A third conundrum of contemporary Catholicism is the remarkable, even enviable public
relations success, not to say coup, that the papacy of Pope Francis represents.

|l am not suggesting that there is no substanc
underlie it. Conservatives would not be so hot under their collective collars if that were

not the case. But | am cognizant of the very powerful public relations machine that has

turned an ecclesial ocean liner on a dime, transformed an all but written-off patriarchy

into one of the most inviting, benevolent monarchies the world has seen in modern

times.

But substantive structural and doctrinal issues do not evaporate just because the pope
does not wear Prada.

Surely some of the fAcredito for tThmewritetRR bl it z
Opus Dei member and Midwestern Catholic, Greg Burke. He became senior
communications advisor t o tmdune281R,iwelldefoles Secr e
the new pope took over. Mr. Burke is commonly associated with moving the papacy

toward a more hip, social-media savvy approach to getting out its word. It works. Papal

tweets are new. But more important than 140 characters at a time are the remarkable

vi sual s, photo ops that donét quit, moving ge
for the world to see and imitate. Only a craven critic would pass over these as trivial.

Still, I am |left with a feminist theologianods
scenes. Is this the stuff of real change or is it a way of shoring up a model of church that

has endured for centuries? Are those who reject the kyriarchal model as | do simply to

be told like other protesters before us that we can go elsewhere when we are as

Catholic as the Pope?
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Where are the women theologians called in to consult, the young people invited to

discuss their lives and choices? Where are the lay people who might preach at the

popeb6s daily mass so he would Ilisten instead
lesbian and gay seminarians to explain the facts of life to an old Jesuit who entered the

Society of Jesus before gay was gay? Where are the survivors of sexual abuse by

priests and cover-ups by bishops to whom the institutional church, beginning in Rome,

owes reparations? | do not see signs of them anywhere, nor do | expect to any time

soon. Opus Dei is not a clothing line, but a deeply ideological Catholic group that stands

for very conservative religious values. Rachel Maddow was not tapped for the media job

for a reason.

Granted nine months is a short gestation even for a newbie pope. But waiting quickly
becomes complicity when there is so much at staked so many lives to be enhanced and
spirits to be warmed, so much damage to be undone and suffering to be prevented.

As we saw with the rapid exit of Pope Benedict XVI, popes come and go. Older people

do not I|Iive and cannot work forever. So, whil
realistic enough to know that what he does to bring about change in the Roman Catholic

Church and in the world he had better do now while the window is still open and he can

still see out of it.

Join Us Today!

Contribution categories (includes on-line newsletter and print GA edition)
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OR
Please make your check payable to Presbyterian Voices for Justice, and send to:
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DR. MARTI N LUTHER KI NG JR. 38S DREAM:
THEN (1963) AND OUR REALITY NOW (2013 -14):
LOOK AT GOD!!!
AND LET FREEDOM RING!

Sermon preached on August 25, 2013 for the 50th anniversary of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s, "I Have a Dream Speech"
and on January 20, 2014, at a service of the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance at St. Mark's Presbyterian Church, Tucson, Arizona

by the Rev. Dr. Warren H. Stewart, Sr., pastor of the
First Institutional Baptist Church, Phoenix, Arizona

Scriptural Text: Leviticus 25:8-13 (NLT)

8 In addition, you must count off seven Sabbath years, seven sets of seven years,
adding up to forty-nine years in all. 9 Then on the Day of Atonement in the fiftieth year,
blow the ram& horn loud and long throughout the land. 10 Set this year apart as holy, a
time to proclaim freedom throughout the land for all who live there. It will be a jubilee
year for you, when each of you may return to the land that belonged to your ancestors
and return to your own clan. 11 This fiftieth year will be a jubilee for you. During that
year you must not plant your fields or store away any of the crops that grow on their
own, and dond gather the grapes from your unpruned vines. 12 It will be a jubilee year
for you, and you must keep it holy. But you may eat whatever the land produces on its
own. 13 In the Year of Jubilee each of you may return to the land that belonged to your
ancestors.

Introduction
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the fl
Martin Luther King, Jr., on August 28, 1963: "the year AMERICAWOKE-UPO (from t

Historical Collector® Edition of Civil Rights, 50th Anniversary).
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Aln 1963, Dr. King spoke his prophetic words,
boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as

sisters and brothers6And t he wor | d t oroskty-thredisgnotanendbdtNi net e €
a beginning...With this faith we will be able...to stand up for freedom together, knowing

that we will be free one day...And if America is to be a great nation, this must become
true...And so |l et freedom ringédo

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.& DREAM THEN (1963) AND OUR REALITY NOW
(2013-14): LOOK AT GOD! SO LET FREEDOM RING! Scriptural Text: Leviticus 25:8-

13 (NLT).

This message® Scripturalt e xt i s about AThe Year of Jubil ece
God®& people when the loud, long blast of the ram& horn, in Hebrew a yobel, would
announce a new year arriving. AThe Year of Ju

was a very special year because the routine way of natural life was interrupted every
half century so the people of God could pause and reflect upon their most important
relationship between God and them.

So, here we are celebrating the 50th Annivers
a Dreamd Mes &pegmethersanddiowdi i T h e Y &ubilee." &és, this is
our fAYear -diedetaddsisihce E63.

The theme of that monumentally historic occas
Washington for Jobs and Freedom." Never before had that many Americans gathered

together in one place uniting people of faith, labor unions, college students, civil rights

organizations, political leaders and everyday people for such a just cause. They

peacefully demonstrated for Justice across the board -- right relationships with God,

themselves and others.

1. AND SO LET FREEDOM RING IN THIS 50TH YEAR CELEBRATION! We hear that

in Leviticus 25:8-9 . Aln addition, you must count off se
seven years, adding up to forty-nine years in all. Then on the day of Atonement in the
fiftieth year, blowtheram& horn | oud and | ong throughout th

Here® our 50th Year Celebration assignment: LET FREEDOM RING that is a Sacred
Interruption!! Yes, Sir; Yes, Ma@m -- God has caused the 50th Anniversary of Dr.

Kingg il Paeemad Message to interrupt our regul a
as usual. He i s sayiMYMETTO WAKE UR AGAIR!Iong Out , Al T
Next, LET FREEDOM RING that this is a Sacred Exoneration!! "Exonerate” means to

forgive, to clear of guilt, to acquit, to rel
Jubileeo cited in Leviticus 25 &peaptethattheron t he

sins of the past had all been forgiven. Arena you glad that all of our sins -- personal,
private, public, societal, congregational and national -- have been atoned by the Blood
of Jesus Christ? On this celebration, we start over forgiven!!!

February 2014



12 Network News

Plus, LET FREEDOM RING that is a Sacred Celebration!!! Our Scriptural Text was
dictated to Moses by God Himself. Thatd why @At he Year of Jubil eeo
Holy. Listen -- there were many speeches delivered from the footsteps of the Lincoln

Memorial on August 28, 1963, but only ONE MESSAGE was remembered and

immortalized. And it came from a Black Baptist preacher from Atlanta, Georgia, who

guoted Scripture and hymns and preached under the anointing of the Holy Ghost. The

Record says, ASet this year apart as holy. . .0

2. AND SO LET FREEDOM SPEAK IN THIS 50TH YEAR CELEBRATION!!! Leviticus

25:10-11 sounds that out. ASet this year apart a:
throughout the land for all who live there. It will be a jubilee year for you, when each of

you may return to the land that belonged to your ancestors and return to your clan. This

fiftieth year will be jubilee for you. During that year you must not plant your fields or

store away any of the crops that grow on their own, and donda gather the grapes from

your unpruned vines. o0

Here arethreeact i on i tems for wus in this AYear of Ju
Announcement of Liberation among us! The New Interpreter® Study Bible carries this
footnote, ARelease |iberty is to be proclai me

| have preached before many times that God calls us to SPEAK LIBERATION FIRST
before we DO LIBERATION. After we RING FREEDOM loud and long, wede got to
SPEAK FREEDOM at the top of our voices like Moses, Isaiah, John the Baptist, Jesus
Christ and Martin.

LETFREEDOM SPEAK an Announcement of Restoratio

Jubilee, o this 50th Year of Celebration provi
Bi ble Chronicles states it Iike this, dAlt was
the National Urban League cited the things tha
rights |l egislation, jobs, I|livable wages, dece

Now, in 2013-14, 50 years later, in spite of our advances since Dr. King SPOKE his
DREAM, the list has expanded of things needing to be made right: growing
income inequality, high unemployment, urban and rural poverty, unequal and
separate schools, health and criminal justice disparities, voter suppression, racial
profiling, shattered families, perpetuation of selfi denigration, materialistic mei
ism, cultural conformism, broken immigration, violent militarism, systemic, subtle
racism and un-churched generations.

LET FREEDOM SPEAK an Announcement of Inclusion among us!!! 1an so glad that the

Lord in Leviticus 25 said that @Athe year of J
throughout the | and for ALL who I|Iive there. o
will be the day, this will be the day when ALL of GOD& CHILDREN will be able to sing

with new meaning. .. 0? Thank God for His Anno

and our times!!!
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3. AND SO LET FREEDOM LIVE IN THIS 50TH YEAR CELEBRATION!!! Verses 12-

13 conclude our passage of Scri,andyauewust il t wi |
keep it holy. But you may eat whatever the land produces on its own. In the year of

Jubilee each of you may return to the | and th

Three possibilities that we must help make happen throughout this land:

First, LET FREEDOM LIVE on a Personal Levelf or each of us! 1 Ver s e
the year of Jubilee EACH of you. ..o No one i
become a reality for each of us on a Personal Level. This FREEDOM LIVES first of all

inyouand me i ndividually. The Apostle Paul wrote
in your will compete it wuntil the day of Jesu

Message included each of us personally. Aind that Good News?

Second, LET FREEDOM LIVE on a National Level of all of us! This Leviticus text was

also directed to a nation, God® chosen people. So itwas with Dr.King@ message: il
have a dream that one day this Nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its
creed: We hold these truthstobe self-evi dent t hat al l menveare cCr e.

got to work to LET FREEDOM LIVE in every residence, on every street, in every
neighborhood, in every town and city, in every state of these United States of America!!!

Third, LET FREEDOM LIVE on a Practical Level for all of us!!'!l This FREEDOM has to
LIVE so that every person has food, clothing, shelter, transportation, healthcare, safety,
work, resources, education, respect, justice, faith, hope, and love every day and every
night as long as they live in this great nation of ours...

Conclusion

AND SO LET FREEDOM RING. And when this happens, when we allow FREEDOM

TO RING, WHEN WE LET IT RING from every village and every hamlet, from every

state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God& children...will

be able to join hands and sing in the words o
FREE AT LAST. THANK GOD ALMI GHTY WE ARE FREE

Ién through now...BUT LOOK AT GOD!! IT&® TIME TO WAKE UP AGAIN!! LOOK AT
GOD!!! WHEN GOD INSPIRES A DREAM -- LOOK AT GOD!!!II EVERY
VALLEY...EVERY MOUNTAIN -- LET® MAKE IT HAPPEN!!! LOOK AT GOD!!!! AND
SO LET FREEDOM RING!!!

LOOK AT GOD!!!

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.'S DREAM THEN (1963) AND OUR REALITY NOW
(2013-14): LOOK AT GOD!!!!

l. AND SO LET FREEDOM RING IN THIS 50TH YEAR CELEBRATION!!

Il. AND SO LET FREEDOM SPEAK IN THIS 50TH YEAR CELEBRATION!!!

ll. AND SO LET FREEDOM LIVE IN THIS 50TH YEAR CELEBRATION!!!

And the people said AMEN!

February 2014



14 Network News

Cause for Celebration!
by Nathan Sobers

On January 25, 2014, history was made in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as Bertram
Johnson, an openly gay African American, was ordained as a Teaching Elder.

When we at Madrona Grace Presbyterian called Bertram, it wasna with the idea that we
were making history. We simply saw the need for an associate pastor for our growing
congregation.

As a congregation where radical hospitality is practiced -- where race, gender, class,
and sexual orientation are seen as the artificial, human created barriers they truly are --
calling Bertram was a no-brainer. We called the person whose gifts most closely
matched the needs of the congregation.

So, in true Madrona Grace style, we welcomed Bertram to the ministry with a service
that reflected who we are as a people of God. The hymns sung, the prayers prayed, the
words spoken all showcased the diverse nature of our community.

As | watched the congregation come forward to take communion from the newly
ordained Rev. Johnson, | couldnd help wonder if these blacks, whites and Asians, these
elderly being assisted to the communion table by complete strangers, these parents
guiding their children, these LGBTQ and straight people, all receiving the bread of life --
| couldna help wondering if this wasna truly the Beloved Community.

We came to celebrate Bertram, but in the process | think we caught a glimmer of what
heaven is all about.

Nathan Sobers is a member of Madrona Grace Presbyterian Church in Seattle, where he serves as Clerk

of Session. He also serves as Co-Moderator of the national board of More Light Presbyterians.
B e Ve Ve e e T G T :

From left to right: Rev. Michael Livingston, National Policy Director & Director of the DC office of Interfaith
Worker Justice (who preached the sermon), Rev. Bertram Johnson, and the Rev. Dr. Geddes W. Hanson,
Charlotte Newcombe Professor of Congregational Ministry, Emeritus, Princeton Theological Seminary
(who delivered the ministerial charge).
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Place-making Event in Pittsburgh
by Sylvia Carlson
Member of the PV4J Coordinating Team

The newly formed Presbyterian Criminal Justice Network, a grassroots network of the
Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association (PHEWA), held an event called

Place-making: an ecumenical gathering to explore re-entry and community issues on

January 24 and 25 at the Pittsburgh Project, an outreach ministry on Pittsburgh s north
side.

Statistics from TheWashington Post (from a piece by Ezra Klein and Evan Soltas,

August 2013):

The U.S. prison population is more than 2.4 million. That's more than quadrupledsince
1980. More than one out of every 100 American adults is behind bars.

The single largest driver in the increase in the federal prison population since 1998 is
longer sentences for drug offenders.

The average inmate in a minimum-security federal prison costs $21,000 each year. The
average inmate in maximum-security federal prisons costs $33,000 each year. Federal
prison costs are expected to rise to 30 percent of the Department of Justice's budget by
2020.

The most serious charge against 51 percent of those inmates is a drug offense. Only
four percent are in for robbery and only one percent are in for homicide. The most
serious charge against 20 percent of state-prison inmates is a drug offense. That's
much lower than the 51 percent in federal prisons, although it's still larger than any other
single category of offense in state prisons.

Racial Disparities in Incarceration  (from the NAACP Criminal Justice Factsheet):

A African Americans now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3 million
incarcerated population

A African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of whites

A Together, African American and Hispanics comprised 58% of all prisoners in
2008, even though African Americans and Hispanics make up approximately one
quarter of the US population

A According to Unlocking America, if African American and Hispanics were
incarcerated at the same rate as whites, today's prison and jail populations
would decline by approximately 50%

A One in six black men had been incarcerated as of 2001. If current trends
continue, one in three black males born today can expect to spend time in prison
during their lifetimes

T

1 in 100 African American women are in prison

T

Nationwide, African Americans represent 26% of juvenile arrests, 44% of youth
who are detained, 46% of the youth who are judicially waived to criminal court,
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and 58% of the youth admitted to state prisons (Center on Juvenile and Criminal
Justice).

Druqg Sentencing Disparities (from the Sentencing Project):

A About 14 million Whites and 2.6 million African Americans report using an illicit
drug

A 5 times as many Whites are using drugs as African Americans, yet African
Americans are sent to prison for drug offenses at 10 times the rate of Whites

A African Americans represent 12% of the total population of drug users, but 38%
of those arrested for drug offenses, and 59% of those in state prison for a drug
offense.

A African Americans serve virtually as much time in prison for a drug offense (58.7
months) as whites do for a violent offense (61.7 months). (Sentencing Project)

Things Churches are Doing to Get Involved:

The Rev. Steven Werth, pastor of the Riverview Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, PA,
and a PHEWA member, planned this event which was attended by people from New
York, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Hawaii! (Trina Zelle, Executive Director of
PHEWA)

One of Friday afternoon s options was to travel to the Allegheny County jail where

attendees met with prisoners and listened to their concerns related to release and re-
entry. Prisoners have a lot of fear related to re-entry. Where will they live? Where will
they find employment? Will their families welcome them back? They need a safe and
secure place to stay and a community to support them as they re-enter the world.

The other afternoon option was to visit the Lamb of God, Lion of Judah Church on
Perrysville Avenue in the Observatory Hill area of Pittsburgh. Bishop Arthur Green, Jr.,
purchased this large church in 2008 and is using some of the space in the church as
rental rooms for persons recently released from prison. Bishop Green makes the
sanctuary available to persons who need a place to hold a family funeral. His sister,
Debra Green, is engaged in outreach into the community to work with persons battling
drug and alcohol addictions. She, herself, has been drug free for 16 years.

Friday afternoon we heard from Rev. James E. Giles, President and CEO of Back to
Basics Outreach Ministries, located in Buffalo, NY -- non-profit, faith-based organization
dedicated to providing services that improve the quality of life for residents of the City of
Buffalo. The services address the problems associated with homelessness, substance
abuse, gang violence, unemployment, youth development, and prisoner re-entry.
James Giles had, himself, been imprisoned and 27 years ago was able to turn his life

around with God s help. His group takes broken lives, gives them hope, and God

makes it happen.
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There was opportunity to get to know some of the other attendees, many of whom are
already engaged in outreach to persons who have been incarcerated. Sharon Brown is
a life coach and trainer, from Verona, NJ, who works with the Alternatives to Violence

Project (AVP). She highly recommends the documentary: The House I Live in,

produced by Danny Glover and Brad Pitt. She recommends, also, the book The New
Jim Crow: Color Blindness in the Age of Obama, by Michelle Alexander. The book is a
stunning account of the rebirth of a caste-like system in the United States, one that has
resulted in millions of African Americans being locked away in prisons. She also
recommended a 15 minute video at http://vimeo.com/37108812 : "When You Hear the
Word Violence." The men in khakis are members of the AVP facilitators team at
Garden State Youth Correctional Facility in New Jersey. The Alternatives to Violence
Project is a nonprofit organization that creates peaceful solutions to potentially violent
conflict. Beginning in an upstate NY prison in 1975, AVP has now spread to over 31
states and to 50 countries around the world. As well as prisons, AVP exists in schools
and communities.

Rev. Doug Holmes serves the Albion Presbyterian Church, a town in upstate New York
(population 2,600) between Buffalo and Rochester that has 3 prisons within its bounds.
His congregation became involved in prison ministry when one of their own members
became incarcerated.

PV4J at General Assembly

Once again PV4J will sponsor three events.

T The Biennial Meeting, elections and educational event, Sunday, June 15 at Fort
Street Presbyterian Church. We suggest you plan to attend worship at Fort Street
and register to have lunch there.

1 The Presbyterian Voices for Justice Breakfast, Tuesday, June 17 at the
Courtyard Marriott

1 The Presbyterian Voices for Justice Dance Party, Tuesday evening, June 17 at
the Marriott. Party with a Motown theme.

PV4J Coordinating Team

Are you interested in being a part of the PV4J Coordinating Team or do you have
someone to suggest? If so contact the Nominating Committee chair, outgoing co-
moderator Sylvia Thorson Smith - sylviats@cox.net
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Dear Friends,

This is a plea for peace to the people in power from the women of Sudan, north and
south including women of the diaspora!

Grace and peace,

Rev. Sylvia Carlson, member of the PV4J coordinating team and the Sudan Advocacy
Action Forum

Beyond Tribalism: The fault lies not in the DNA of the South Sudanese tribes. It lies with
the political leaders who use ethnic patronage to build their power bases; or who incite
their ethnic kin to carve out a geographic or political niche. Greste 12-28-13

We Want Peace, Not War in South Sudan
By Daughters of South Sudan in Sisterhood for Peace

January 9, 2014

To: H. E. Salva Kiir Mayardit, President

Republic of South Sudan

To: Hon. Dr. Riek Machar Teny, Deputy Chairperson
Sudan People® Liberation Movement Party

Dear President Kiir and Dr. Machar,

It is with profound sadness that we learned of the recent hostilities among our people in
our young beloved country. We, the daughters of South Sudan in the Sisterhood for
Peace Network, are concerned about the violence that has claimed so many innocent
lives. We are once again reminded of our painful past history during which our people
underwent unfathomable suffering, a reason why we opted for independence. The
conflict has also left many people wounded and displaced without basic amenities. We
are concerned that many precious lives will be wasted especially those of vulnerable
women, children, and elderly and particularly the young people who are already fighting.
Lest you forget, we are writing to remind you of that long journey to freedom that paved
the path for our independence where many souls paid the ultimate price. We are here to
tell you that PEACE is the precious commodity the people of South Sudan so need now,
not tomorrow.

The conflict that broke out on December 15, 2013 is spreading throughout the country
and has already affected all South Sudanese regardless of our, tribe, region, religion, or
gender. Once again, we are witnessing the same horrors that our country experienced
during the previous decades of wars. After less than three years of independence, we
feel like we are back to square one in war again.

President Kiir and Dr. Machar, we call upon you as our esteemed leaders to save our
country from further senseless violence. Our people have endured enough. Our citizens
hope to invest in rebuilding their lives, but many are now dying from bullets of war, and
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preventable diseases and hunger caused directly by the bullets. We are equally hurt to
see our own brothers pointing lethal weapons against one another, which imposes
another dreadful trauma on our mothers and children and all the nation.

We, the women of South Sudan at home and in the Diaspora, will not watch silently as
our mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, sons, and daughters suffer this way. We stand
for peace and unity among our people. We demand an end to the violence, especially
all acts of violence against civilians. We call for the implementation of reconciliation
processes to bring healing to those physically, emotionally and spiritually wounded.

We applaud the efforts underway in Addis Ababa to negotiate a meaningful peace
agreement. We ask both sides to make earnest efforts to reach a compromise and bring
an end to the suffering of our people. Once again, we are observing the lack of women
at the peace talks. Women are always the innocent victims of such conflicts and should
therefore be part of the resolution. We urge you to abide by the UN Security Council
Resolutions 1325 and 1820 on women, peace and security, affirm our commitment to
work for sustainable peace and justice in our country ensure the vital role of women®&
voices at the peace table.

We request the following as the negotiations continue in Addis Ababa:

Establish and enforce an immediate ceasefire between opposing forces.

Restore security and guarantee the protection of civilians.

Prioritize humanitarian access to displaced persons in the camps with protection for
those who work with the displaced communities.

Ensure that women are included at the negotiation table.

Ensure the participation of members of civil society at the peace negotiations.

We believe in your ability to stop the killings and restore sustainable peace in the
country and hope you will stop the military solution in order to end the hostilities for
peace to exist among us. May God bless your efforts to bringing permanent peace to
our people and nation.

Sincerely,

Daughters of South Sudan

Sisterhood for Peace network

The Sisterhood for Peace is a network of women that reflects the geographic, religious,
racial and ethnic diversity of women from both Republic of South Sudan and Republic of

Sudan who are committed to promoting peace, justice, human rights and gender
equality throughout all South Sudan and Sudan.
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THANKS FOR BILL KNOX

The God of Many Names and our Creator provides mysterious directions that we
understand only after the present has been completed.

This wondrous God i our Breathmaker i placed Bill Knox in the same hotel room with

the almost Rev. John Jackson when Presbyterians for Earth care was being hatched.

Little did the powers in our Presbyterian den
brought forth.

In my opinion the leaders in Louisville were responding to the many calls from grass-

roots Presbyterians calling for the descendants of John Calvin to take seriously the

command to take care of the Creatoros magni fi
call planet earth.

In my opinion, the leaders in Louisville were trying to quiet the constant call from the
hinterland. Well, a group from across the country was called together in Louisville in the
early 199006s.

These were the days when Peacemaking was just beginningt o r eal i z e

hat Ap
eartho was truly a major principle of he

t
t Pea
Those were the days when the Hunger Program was just beginning to realize that toxins

and poisons in the air, water and soil were impacting the food supply and the quality of

our food and the quality of our health.

So we gathered in Louisville for greetings and introductions, and | was confronted by
this tall Texas-like gentleman with great wit and humor and who had absolutely no fear
of the Apower s tllédadtogbtetedt who had ca

Soi (I 1 ove t he iSewsilekpressedio@ envinonmental concerns, and
our calls for Presbyterians to be seriously involved in earth care. We placed all our
thoughts and recommendations on newsprint. There were so many ideas that the walls
of our assembly room were covered with newsprint.

Newsprint in all kinds of colors and all kinds of handwriting. Different folks from all parts
of the United States spoke to the issues raised on this newsprint wallpaper.

The consultation came to a close and the Louisville leaders declared they would take
care of the newsprint, tally a summary of the ideas, and sometime in the future share
these with us.

And then they quickly said goodbye.

| believe Bill and | stood at the same ti me,
bringing us together, but John and | will take the newsprint home with us and send
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everyone a summary and recommendations for the next steps. Hopefully, this is the
beginning of a national volunteer organization!

Well the rest is history. From a list of many possible names i PRC i Presbyterians For
Restoring Creation came forth. It came with a Board, with a presence at each General
Assembly, with a National Conference in all parts of the United States and with a
presence on college campuses, Presbyteries, and Presbyterian camps. Our new hame
is now PEC i Presbyterians for Earth Care.

Bill served on the PRC Board for many years.
Family and Friends
Peace With The Earth.

Rev. John Jackson

Bill and Gayl Knox

PV4J and the PC(USA) lost two of the strongest voices for justice when Bill and Gayl

Knox died in December. Both were active in Witherspoon Society, Gayl served on the

board and ran the booth at GA. John JacksonnotesBi | | 6s rol e in the for
Presbyterians Restoring Creation but Gayl was also and active member. She had

earned a degree in Earth Studies at age 54. She was also a part of the founding of

Voices of Sophia and served on the leadership team of Presbyterians Affirming

Reproductive options. Bill served in campus ministry and pastored churches in several

states. Gayl was active in a host of organizations involved in peace and justice and

together they went on a variety of mission trips.

INn1990t hey retired to Boone, N.C., the site of
moved to Montana to be near family. Bill died on December 17 at the age of 89; Gayl

died on December 22 at age 83. They leave a legacy of the best in Presbyterian

activism for justice and role models for us to follow. It is left for those of us who had the

joy of serving with Gayl and Bill to carry on their work and to perpetuate their memories

as voice for justice in the PC(USA).

Manley Olson
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Get To Know  Presbyterian Welcome
by Rev. Mieke Vandersall

In 1997 Presbyterian Welcome was formed in New York City in objection to policies of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) that excluded otherwise qualified candidates for leadership and
ministry because of their sexual orientation. We were organized by the Rutgers and Jan Hus
Presbyterian Churches, and have grown into a diverse community of 20 supporting
congregations and countless individuals. The purpose of Presbyterian Welcome is to work for
change for LGBT and queer people in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through education,
advocacy, and relationship building.

Presently we work for the full participation of individuals in contexts of faith, regardless of sexual
orientation, gender identity, or expression. As followers of Christ, convinced by Scripture, we
labor for a world where all persons might live into the calling that God has placed in their hearts.
We are a resource, training current and future leaders of church and society. Presbyterian
Welcome is based in New York City and supported by member congregations and individuals.

Our main programs currently are as follows:

We hold an annual retreat to support and nurture LGBTQ future Presbyterian pastors in the
which last year swelled to over 40 participants, some of whom are now ordained. We support
these individuals during the year through pastoral care and regional events. This powerful work
has caught the attention of British documentary filmmaker Amanda Bluglass, and our
community is being featured in a full-length documentary called Out of Order. You can learn
more about this beautiful film and see a trailer at www.outoforderdoc.com.

Not So Churchy, our new worshiping community in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, continues to grow in
numbers and depth of ministry. In 2013 we worshiped, served in mission together, enjoyed
fellowship, and had intentional conversations over meals to listen to where the Spirit is calling
us. Those who gather for fellowship and worship are those who have been damaged or turned
off by the church and are looking for community and healing. Many of the participants are
LGBTQ persons and our allies. We have been recognized as one of the 1,001 Worshiping
Communities by the denomination and have received support from the Synod of the Northeast
as well.

Our LGBTQ and allied youth initiative, was boldly launched in 2013 with the goal of reaching
150 youth, sparking and modeling
conversations about sexual and gender
identity with LGBTQ and allied youth from a
position of faith. By the year® end we realized
weal directly reached over 300 youth! The
. need we sensed turned out to be even
stronger than we thought, and we cana wait to
expand this incredible ministry.

Rev. Mieke Vandersall serves as the
Executive Director and Founder of Not So
Churchy. Newly ordained pastor, Rev. John
Russell Stanger, serves as Minister for
Advocacy and Education.
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Peace Communities Partnership

Dear friends and colleagues,

The Presbyterian Peace Fellowship (PPF) has always taken seriously its call from God

to be movers and shakers within the PC(USA) and beyond, encouraging one another to
participate in Godds nonviolent work of

continue following this call and respond to the changing ways of the Church, the PPF is
happy to announce our new Peace Communities Partnership initiative.

The PPF is seeking out diverse intentional peace communities across the country
willing to share in its passion for peace and justice. The PPF will fund up to 7
community grants of $500 per month for one year. Each community will be expected to
send two or more members to a national gathering so that we can build our partnership
by learning from one another, sharing experiences, and supporting one another.
Existing communities, communities soon to form, or communities still being dreamed
are welcome to apply. Starting today, PPF will be accepting applications until
March 7, 2014 at www.presbypeacefellowship.org/communities, and will announce
the chosen communities at the 221 PC(USA) General Assembly in June.

As we work to strengthen our witness, we are clear that we do not intend to replace
local congregations, but to revive our ability to live a vibrant witness to the power of the
gospel. We now broaden that understanding by recognizing the many ways across the
Church to live in Christian community outside of traditional congregational life. We
desire to connect with and support intentional peace communities involved in inspiring
peace work across the country. So join with us in partnering with the many faithful
people living in intentional communities, witnessing to the gospel for peace and justice
on earth!

In Christ,

The Presbyterian Peace Fellowship
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PHEWA seeks nominations for social justice ministries awards

Deadline is March 31 for five to be honored at 2014 General Assembly in Detroit

Presbyterian News Service
Jerry L. Van Marter
Louisville

The Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association (PHEWA) is seeking
nominations for five ministry awards that will be celebrated during the 221st General
Assembly in Detroit in June of this year.

PHEWA, part of the Compassion, Peace & Justice Ministry of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency, is a voluntary membership organization dedicated to social welfare and justice
ministries. Ten networks are currently part of PHEWA, organized for grassroots
implementation of General Assembly policies in the areas of community ministries and
faith-based community organizing, domestic violence, HIV and AIDS, reproductive
options, specialized pastoral ministries, child advocacy, disabilities, health and
wholeness, criminal justice, and serious mental illness.

AWe ask you to call to our attention the rema
denomination with those that often find thems
PHEWA Executive Director Trina Zell e AThese
minstries and, by doing so, help to remind of
justice, as we walk humbly with God. o

Nominations are being sought for:

1 The Community Transformation Award, pr esent ed PlesbytdiahE WAOG s
Association for Community Transformation (PACT) to PC(USA) congregations
that, either through ecumenical or interfaith community ministry, or through a
special project of the congregation, have been faithful, creative and effective in
their ministry to and with the community.

1 The Nancy Jennings Award, pr esent ed Plesbytdidh&EWA 06 s
Disabilities Concerns (PDC), to persons, congregations, or PC(USA) entities that
are exemplary in their affirmation, support, and advocacy for the gifts, rights, and
responsibilities of persons with disabilities in the total life of the church.

1 The Florence lversen Kraft Award, presented b y P H E Rt@sbyserian
Serious Mental Iliness Network (PSMIN), to PC(USA) congregations that have
demonstrated outstanding leadership in their ministry with those who have a
serious mental illness and with their families.
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1 The Faith In Action Award, pr esent ed PresbytdridhANYS Nesvork
(PAN), to PC(USA) congregations that, through prayerful action and through their
ministry, walk alongside sisters and brothers who are infected or affected by HIV
and AIDS, initiating or supporting activities within the U.S. in meaningful and

|l asting ways. Ministries of those nominate
sensitization to the issue and demonstrated impact on those affected. The
reci pient congregation of will be one that

people by striving to break down the walls of stigma and discrimination around
HI V/ Al DS. 0o

1 The Breaking The Silence Award, presented by PHE WA @&gesbyterians
Against Domestic Violence Network (PADVN), to PC(USA) congregations or
individuals from that congregation who continue to demonstrate a commitment to
eliminating domestic violence, through education, advocacy, and other
intervention efforts.

Deadline for 2014 awards nominations is March 31, 2014. Nominations should include :

T Name of person or congregation being nominated

T Contact person for the nomination with addresses, phone numbers, email
addresses for both, and

T A two page description of the ministry, including why they are deserving of this
recognition.

Electronic submissions are preferred. Submit them to Susan Stack at
susan.stack@pcusa.org. Submissions by mail will also be considered. Send those to
Susan Stack, PHEWA, 100 Witherspoon St., Rm. 3228, Louisville, KY 40202-1396.

For more information, contact Susan Stack by email or by phone at 800-728-7228; or
Trina Zelle by email at trinazelle6@gmail.com, or by phone at 480-298-1524.

PRESBYTERIAN
% MISSION
e )/ ~— e AGENC Y —

an agency of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) 100 Witherspoon™ Louisville, KY 40202
800-728-7228 | 502-569-5000 | Website | Email
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IPMN is pleased to announce and partner with the recipients

of our 2013 grants.

ISRAEL/PALESTINE MissioN NETWORK
of the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, (U.S.A.)

...love one another as I have loved you. Joux 15:12

OUGHN PARTNGERSHIPS FODUCAT ON AND ADYV

@

THE ISRAEL/PALESTINE MIsSION NETWORK
of the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)
www.thelPMN.org

IPMN Grants Announced

IPMN is pleased to announce and partner with the recipients of our 2013

grants

Each year, the Israel Palestine Mission Network (IPMN) makes grants to
organizations/agencies that address human needs in Palestine, economic
development in Palestine or provide education on understanding the nature of the
Middle East and its conflicts. In 2013, IPMN was pleased to provide grants totaling
$14,000.00 to the following:

1 Holy Land Ecumenical Christian Foundation (HECF) - $7,000.00
1 In His Steps Breast Cancer Project - $3,500.00
1 Kairos USA - $3,500.00

February 2014


http://theipmn.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5d6af22c768b84cc207e514bf&id=28d2159639&e=3214caae03

27

Network News

These grants come from the funds raised in the annual IPMN campaign. Each
year IPMN members and friends are challenged to meet the campaign goal

knowing that a portion of their gifts will go to projects such as those above.

When informed of the grants for 2013, each of the organizations responded with
enthusiasm and grateful hearts that the proposed projects would be able to go

forward. We are pleased to share how these grants will be used.

The grant to HECF will go to help upgrade the kitchen in the Birzeit Senior Citizen
Center. The center was established in 2005 in an old building and has been fully
rehabilitated except for the kitchen. Our grant will be combined with other gifts to
complete the kitchen project. Even while inadequate, the center kitchen has been
used several times each week to provide nutritional, appealing meals; over 3500

meals were served in 2013.

The Birzeit Senior Citizen Center is a project of local churches providing services
to all regardless of income, gender, or faith. In addition to the hot meals, there are
health care check-ups each month, daily activities of games, cards, crafts,
devotions and spiritual enhancement. The seniors also teach the young people of
the area traditional Palestinian heritage through dance, stories and conversation

thereby preserving and transferring the traditions to the next generation.

The grant to Kairos USA will provide congregations, grassroots groups and
church-based organizations on local and denominational levels with methods,
connectivity and information that will equip them to influence Members of
Congress to support policies on Israel and Palestine that are in the interests of
peace and U.S. national interests. The project will provide a centralized base of
information about denominational campaigns, organizational campaigns, and

other advocacy actions and issues. You can learn more at www.kairosusa.org.
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The grant to In His Steps Breast Cancer Project is working towards increasing
early detection working through a netw
leaders in over 450 villages. Our grant is going towards shipping expenses and set
up of a shipping container of medical equipment for the rural clinics to help in early
detection; at this time, there is an extreme lack of working equipment in these rural
villages. They are also working at increasing specialized training on breast

disease for doctors, nurses, midwives radiologists and especially female

practitioners to help address cultural concerns.

This project is a large project which has many challenges in addition to the need
for funding. IPMN member Christy Reiners is instrumental in this project. She has
recently received a work visa from Israel to be able to continue to work in the

Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Christy has shared an area of concern regarding advocacy in the U.S. that would

be helpful to carrying out this project. As of now, Israel will not allow any radiation
treatment inside the West Bank because
Palestinian patients must get to Israeli or Jordanian hospitals in order to receive
treatment. Christy is hoping that some of us might join her in communicating with
American doctors to raise questions about this position. Obviously, transfers for
treatment are very expensive.

Many thanks to those who contributed to the 2012 7 2013 IPMN campaign. Our efforts
are making a difference. The 201317 2014 campaign, 4D i Double Down for
Divestment in Detroit, Phase 2, is underway. The goal is $60,000.00 from IPMN

members and friends. If you would like to share in this campaign, please send your
check as follows:

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (EO52802 on notation line)

Carol Hylkema, Littlefield Presbyterian Church, 7560 Littlefield Boulevard, Dearborn,
Ml 48126

If you know of a project/organization that should be considered for the next round of
IPMN grants for 2014, Click here for criteria, application form and deadlines. Any
guestions, check with Linda Brebner (Ibbreb@aol.com).
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Action Alert: Boycott the Occupation

At its July 2012 meeting, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) spent considerable time discussing actions that it could take to help
further the peace process between Israel and Palestine. After much study,
discussion, and prayer regarding the prospect for peace between Israel and
Palestine, the 2012 General Assembly passed a resolution that called for the
boycott of all Israeli products coming from the occupied Palestinian Territories.
It also directed the Stated Clerk to communicate this action to all other
PC(USA) councils and entities and invite and strongly encourage those groups
and organizations to endorse this boycott until significant progress toward
Palestinian rights and independence can be reported to the General Assembly
or Presbyterian Mission Agency. What can you do to join the Boycott?

Join the Interfaith Boycott of
Sodastream!

SodaStreambébs main production site is i
park located in the West Bank. The land where the Sodafstiectory is located was
illegally confiscated from its Palestinian owners by the Israeli military occupation
authorities. Israeli settlements are an impediment to peace and violate international la
For more info go tohttp://sodastreamboycott.org/
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Have your church or Presbytery sign the Pledge to Pray, Study,
and Act to Support the Presbyterian Church (USA) Boycott of
Settlement Products

In response to the ongoing cycle of violence that undermines negotiations and
hope for an enduring peace in Palestine and Israel, the [Presbyterian Church],
[Presbytery] supports the Overture passed at the 2012 General Assembly
(PCUSA) calling for the boycott of products made in the illegal Israeli
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) and endorses the
boycott of products made in the illegal Israeli settlements. As peacemakers
committed to nonviolent resolution of deep-seated conflicts, we join a growing
number of international and religious partners, including Jewish, Muslim, and
Christian voices, who believe that a boycott can inspire a more useful dialog
and negotiation towards a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

Respect for the dignity of every human being, alongside a vision to put aside
the violence of terrorism, oppression, and military force is key to moving
negotiations forward for a lasting peace for all involved. We are all the children
of Abraham, let us no longer profit at the expense of the safety and security of
one another. Instead let us end the violent cycle and build a circle of peace.

We, members of the [Presbyterian Church], [Presbytery] pledge to Pray, Study,
and Act in support of the right to freedom for all peoples from discrimination,
oppression and occupation.

Please let us know if you, your church, or your presbytery choose to join
the boycott! Contact catherine.gordon@pcusa.org.

Find uson (

Facebook

Presbyterian Voices for Justice @PresbyVoices
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Jan/Feb 2014 UpFront o}
Patrick David Heery

Babel

Will diversity divide or unite the church?
In the 11th chapter of Genesis, the
descendants of Noah build a tower
called Babel. Raised on the story of a
great flood that wiped life from the
earth, they are the children of trauma.
They know just how easily human life can be extinguished, and they know too how cruel
and violent humanity can become. It is reasonable then that they would build a city of
walls and laws to keep out danger, a place where they can congregate with their own
kind and feel safe.

And that sense of belonging is what God takes from the descendants of Noah. As the

tower comes crumbling down, they face a terrifying and new form of isolation: they see

their friendsd |ips moving but they cannot un
their defenses but also a common language.

God seems to sense that it is dangerous for people who think and talk the same way to
band together; it combines power with unchallenged, undifferentiated thinking. So God
wills difference, even while knowing that such difference may breed conflict.

Many of us in the church often feel like the descendants of Noah. With good and right

intent, and in an effort to congregate and have impact, we constructed our own

citadelsc of t en wi t hout stopping to ask who wasnot
that citadel lost, the church of the 1950s with its semblance of unity and power. We are

as a church smaller now, weaker, more divided. It is a church as unrecognizable to

many as the foreign languages spoken at Babel.

Some wonder whether this is the end. And for all the descendants of Noah know, this is
the end of the story: this capacity of difference to dissolve bonds and breed
vulnerability. But we know otherwise, for this is only the beginning of a very long story.

Entering the new year, we look to a present yet future Pentecost, that day when God
does not eliminate difference (for the people continue to speak many different
languages) but makes difference intelligible, creating mutual understanding. God does
not undo Babel; God fulfills Babeld and whereas, before, difference was the cause of
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the breakdown of community, it is now present at the creation of the new Christian
community of Acts.

As the walls of our church come crumbling down, we fear what might be let in. We fear

the loss of the familiar, of what we worked so hard to build. But scattered among the

debris of those walls, new worshiping communities are popping up, congregations are

reinventing themselves and beginning to resemble the racial-ethnic diversity of their

communities, and new kinds of people are pursuing new kinds of justice. Together,

webre forging a community t hadctbedbetencigurch,per hap
a more just and equal church, a church returned to the margins to witness to and

receive the love of Christ.

So when the walls come down, when difference
grab our bri cks usetaseewhd Gad s doing. AxJesasssaypia Luke
9: 3, ATake nothing for your journeéwgteveno st aff

an extra tunic. o0 Andobmncks be we should add,

The mission of Presbyterian Voices for Justice

We are a playful and passionate community of women and men in the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) who are called to proclaim the Gospel vision2 ¥ D2 RQa&
extravagant love and justice

in church and society.
2§ 4881 GKS ¢AaR2Y 2F (GKS {LIANRG F2NI Tz
the hope of sustained gender equality, racial reconciliation, full human rights for

LGBT persons,
economic justice, environmental wholeness, an end to war and all forms of
violence,
and a justice-loving shalom over all the earth.
We commit to risking the transformation of our own selves and our organization
to live into this vision, even as we invite both church and society
to meet this challenge.
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Salt & Light February 2014
EIGHT REPORTS TO THE 221°" GENERAL ASSEMBLY

This is the bimonthly newsletter of the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy
(ACSWP, often pronounced A, cee, swap), the body that serves the prophetic calling of
all Presbyterians by preparing studies and policy recommendations for action by the
General Assembly.

Committee Meeting in Louisville

As the 221 General Assembly (GA) approaches i it will be held June 14-21, 2014 in
Detroit i ACSWP has been finalizing reports, policy recommendations, and responses
to referrals. The Committee met in Louisville, KY, from January 16 to January 18 and,
along with working on policies, received visits from Linda Valentine, Executive Director
of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, and Sara Lisherness, Director of Compassion,
Peace, and Justice Ministries. The Committee shared a summary of their present work
with both of these leaders and exchanged perceptions on issues facing the church. Both
discussed ways in which social witness policy adopted by past assemblies is being
implemented through PMA and CPJ ministries.

The Committee also received a visit from Rev. Rose Mitchell of the Office of Funds

Development. She is tasked to organize support for the Presbyterian Ministry at the UN

and the Office of Public Witness in Washington, DC. She presented her approach of

educating individuals and congregations about how social witness and justice advocacy

are not new but are fApart of our Presbyterian
work she has done on the history of Presbyterian social witness and sought the

Commi tteedbs feedback concerning dwhmoections to
exemplify courage and generosity in a broad frame of social mission.

ACSWPO6s January meeting occurred alongside me
for Womenés Concerns (ACWC) and the Advocacy
Concerns (ACREC). The Committees shared meals together that provided opportunities

both for fellowship and for sharing the work that each committee will be bringing to the

General Assembly. These meetings were particularly helpful in light of a joint proposal

that ACSWP and ACWC are bringing before the Assembly regarding sexual violence

against military personnel within the U.S. military.
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Peace Discernment and Tax Justice

The two most substantial items that the Committee will be bringing to the Assembly are
the recommendations for the second stage of the Peace Discernment Process and a
study on tax reform.

The Peace Discernment Report, entitled Risking Peace in a Violent World, comes in the
fourthyearofasix-y ear di scernment process updating t he
policyfromPeacemaking: The (B80).Amwu é5rcangregatians and n g
presbyteries have participated in the Peace Discernment Process over the last four
years, and the Peace Discernment Steering Team has sought to be faithful to

responses from these focus groups as they drafted the report. The report pays respect

to the wide range of opinion within the PC(USA) regarding questions of war and peace

T from advocates for pacifism to Presbyterians serving in the military. At the same time,
the Peace Discernment Team and ACSWP have drafted five affirmations regarding
peacemaking in the PC(USA) that will be sent to the presbyteries for an advisory vote
before the process is concluded at the 222" General Assembly in 2016.

The study on tax reform, entitled Justice in Taxation: A Christian Response to a New

Gilded Age, was commissioned by the 220" General Assembly as a follow-up to the

resolution World of Hurt, Word of Life (2012), which addresses the work of economic

reconstruction through communion-based principles. The tax justice report addresses

taxation through the Reformed understanding of covenant and proposes a set of

principles upon which it suggests the Church call the US tax system to be based:

progressivity, transparency, solidarity, sustainability, and effectiveness/adequacy. The

report includes a theological exposition of taxation as part of responsible self-

government, a historical overview of progressive taxation in the United States, and

specific recommendations for the Churchés pub

Drones, Detroit, and Other Business

The Committee also discussed a proposal on the use of drones, both in war and

surveillance context. There was significant debate about both uses of drones and when

the use of drones for targeted killing may be permissible, if ever. The final shape of this

proposal seeks to articulate common ground, recognizing the growing US military
investment in drones, danger of a Adrone race
relationship to new forms of surveillance. Despite its diversity of opinion, the Committee

agreed that Christian voices were needed in the establishment of standards for this new

and controversial means of warfare and surveillance.
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As the Assembly is being held in Detroit, two Committee members from that area

drafted a resolution entitled The Gospel from Detroit that examines the hope and crisis

in our nationdés <cities using Detroit as a foc
parts of cities effectively abandoned by soci
own presenced urging other presbyteries to analyze their urban presence as well. It

looks at urban mission strategies, including community organizing and intentional

communities of worship and service. The proposal ultimately seeks to renew the

Chur c h 6 ¢$gmemt o orban ministry and invites the larger PC(USA) to hear the

Gospel procl ai med anew from places | i ke Detro
unjust suffering, a faith grows that Kknows it
devotes its life to serving God with love, hope, courage, and strength that is foolishness

to the wise and the satisfied and the keepers

Along with the above-mentioned joint resolution on sexual violence in the military,
ACSWP will bring three additional resolutions:

Equal Rights in Palestine and Israel: Conversations with Prophetic Voices, a proposal
for conversations on nonviolent change that include new voices in Jewish, Muslim, and
Christian communities and address rights usually anchored in citizenship that
Palestinians have lacked for many peace processes.

Solidarity in Pastor so,&response totwa ref€rrals fromthe of | n
Committee on the Church for the 21% Century. This brief study analyzes the internal

market factors that make it hard to increase near-minimum pastoral salaries, reviews

the churchés theology of compensation that en
worl dés inequality, summari zes f wethriclpastors,] ack o
and includes the GA agency compensation policies in the overall picture.

Western Sahara: Occupied, Non-Self-Governing Territory and Test Case for
International Law. This report responds to a referral that compared the situation of
Western Sahara, a territory between Mauritania and Morocco, to that of Palestine, and
requested an examination of how the church should respond to this case where people
have not been able to exercise self-determination.

The final versions of these papers - not yet available at this time - will be available in the
future at http://www.pc-
biz.org/MeetingPapers/(S(w4wvelwlvil0g2cbszfrgojy))/Explorer.aspx.

Workshops on drones, tax justice, and new directions in peacemaking are slated for the
Compassion, Peace, and Justice Training Day, Friday, March 21, in Washington, DC,
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just before the Ecumenical Advocacy Days. The Committee is also working on plans to

assist Detroitds Calvary Cdmmersiamwarship devel opi ng
experience at the Assembly and to develop options for special studies of Presbyterian

Social Teaching for seminarians and others.

Regarding its internal organization, ACSWP elected a new co-chair, Dr. Ray Roberts,
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Westfield, NJ, to serve with Dr. Christine Darden, a
retired NASA scientist and elder from Hampton, VA. Roberts, who has a PhD in
theological ethics, succeeds the Rev. Raafat Zaki, Synod Executive of the Synod of the
Covenant. A third member of the ACSWP Coordinating team is Rev. Dr. Marsha Fowler,
a professor of nursing ethics and spirituality, who oversees electronic communications,
assisted by Rachael Eggebeen, a teacher in Arizona, as alternate. The Committee
heard a very good report on its online journal, www.justiceUnbound.org, from its
managing editor, Ms. Ginna Bairby.

ﬁzzr;y\:)fl
TUSTICE

Look for us at www.pv4j.org
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Sylvia Carlson, Treasurer, Greensburg, PA
Teaching elder, honorably retired;
second career clergy; active in
presbytery and Presbyterian Women;
traveled to Sudan as part of Redstone’s
partnership with the Sudan
Presbyterian Evangelical Church and
involved in Sudan Mission Network;
volunteered with Presbyterian Dlsaster
Assistance after Katrina; GA Junkie;
sylviac65@comeast.net

v

Will McGarvey, Pittsburg, CA

; Serving shared ministry with UCC
congregation; active in many justice
groups, including More Light
Presbyterians board; Adjunct Faculty,
Pacific School of Religion; raised as a
Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter Day Saints) and served a two-
year mission; willymacd@me.com

Diane Monger, Davenport, IA

Teaching Elder, clergy couple;
served PCUSA at all levels and in
many capacities as clergy and
volunteer; active involvement in
governing body and justice work;
GA junkie (has missed only 5 since

1976); revdcmonger@aol.com

David Oliver-Holder, Secretary, Bayfield, WI
Teaching Elder, clergy couple;
Pastor, Bayfield Presbyterian
Church; active in many local and
justice ministries; ordained in
American Baptist Church, USA;
volunteer ambulance driver;

manitou2@charter.net

Presbyterian Voices for Justice Coordinating Team

Manley Olson, Co-moderator, St. Paul, MN

Ruling Elder; retired college dean;
service at all levels of the PCUSA,
including presbytery moderator and
member of General Assembly
Council; active in many justice
groups; GA junkie; hymn text
writer; birder; served on planning
committee for Re-Imagining

Conference; manleyolson@gmail.com

Sylvia Therson-Smith, Co-moderator, Tucson, AZ
Ruling Elder, retired from Grinnell
College where she taught sociology,
religious studies and gender/
women’s studies courses; involved at
all levels of PCUSA in women’s,
sexuality, LGBT issues; editor/

- writer of several major studies; co-
founder of Voices of Sophia; lover of books, movics,

and Airedale terriers; sylviats@cox.net

Vicki Moss, Staff for Communications/Website,
Ridgewood, NY

Teaching Elder; Pastor,
Ridgewood Presbyterian Church;
General Assembly booth
coordinator; church educator,
musician, chaplain; sailing and
kayaking enthusiast; self-

described mermaid; luseana@me.com

John Van Nuys, Crawfordsville, IN

Teaching Elder; Pastor, Wabash Ave
Presbyterian Church; serving on
local Habitat for Humanity board;
convener of local poverty relief
network: short-term mission work in
Democratic Republic of the Congo;

jecvchurch@att.net




